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On the Ancient Buildings in this Kingdom. 



H E Rules ufed in ancient Buildings having 
been loft many Ages 3 I have done all I 
could to reftore it to its original Perfecti- 
on, by reviewing the many grand an- 
cient Structures in this Nation, to extraCl 
Rules to form thefe ufeful Defigns in pri- 
vate Buildings, viz. Rooms of Stale, Di- 
ning-Rooms, Parlours , Stair- cafes. Por- 
ticos, Umbrellas , Temples , and Pavillions 
in Gardens , Parks , &c. 

By the Hiftories of this Nation, it does not appear that any 
Edifices were built by the Goths here, yet every ancient 
building, not in the Grecian A'lcde, is called Gothic • Says 
Rapin , the Goths (alfo called Jutes and JVittes) were origi- 
nally Itinerants in Germany 3 who, before the Saxons came 
into Britain , united with them, and were called Saxons . 

About 449, when the Romans left Britain , Hengift and 
Horfa came here with nine Thoufand Saxons, to aflift King 
Vortigern againft the Scfl/fand Pills, many of which were Goths, 
tho’ called Saxons , and were the firft that came here. 

In 530, when the Saxons had conquered the Heptarchy, 
Numbers of Goths, with their Families, cameto Britain, and 
uniting with the Saxons, their Pofterity became Saxons alfo. 

In all Ages of the Saxon Monarchy, the Edifices were called 
Saxon, and not Gothic 3 tho’ it was allowed, that the Goths 
taught the Saxons to build. 

What the Britijh and Roman Buildings were before the 
Saxons , we have no Account of. 

Ethelbert V. King of Kent, and the firft Chriftian 
Saxon King, converted Sebert , in 605, andaflifted him in build- 
ing St, Peter'* s, Wef minfter, in a Place called Thornez, from the 
firft Chriftian Church, built there by Lucius, King of Britain, 
in 183, overgrown with Thorns, &c. In this Place (faith Sul - 
cirdud) the Temple of Apollo flood, when Antoninus Pius was 


that it was built by Sebert when he built St. Peter , or foon after. 

William the Conqueror 1067, to 1087, the Abbeys at 
Battel in Suffix \ Selby, Tor kjhir e 3 St. Saviours , Southwark 3 
the Priory of St. Nicholas at Exeter ; and the Town of New- 
cafle.on Tyne, founded 3 the Foundation of St! Pauls Cathe- 
dral begun, after having been burnt by Lightening ; the white 
Tower of the Tower of London in 1078, the Minfter at York, 
burnt by the Danes*, the Ca files at Oxford, Exeter, Notting- 
ham, York, Lincoln, Huntington and Cambridge, the new Church 
at Salisbury, built 3 and the Caftle of IVartvick repaired. 

William II. 1087, to 1100, the Abbeys at Shrewsbury, 
Merton in Surry', Lewes in Suffex, the Hofpital of St. Leonard 
at York, the Monaftery at Norwich , the Cathedral of Salisbury , 
and Univerffty College, Oxford , founded. The Cathedral 
Church of Lincoln , begun. The Abbey at Wenlock 3 a Fort at 
Ncwcaftle 3 a Caftle at Ledes in Kent 3 a new Wall about the 
.Tower of London, and a great Hall at IVeJlminJler, 270 Feet in 
Length, andyo in Breadth, built. 

Carliffe City, deftroyed by the Danes, rebuilt. 

London-Bridge rebuilt with Timber, the Abbey of St. 
Albans , and the Church at Rocheffer repaired. 

Henry I. 1100,101135, the Cathedralof Exeter, St. Mary- 
Overy in Southwark, the new Church and Cathedral at Tewhf- 
bury, the Priories of Dunjlable, Holy Trinity , now called ChrffPs 
Church, London, St. Bartholomew, and its Hofpital in Smilhf.cld 3 
Kendwortb , Norton in Cheffnre , Merton, and olOfr.ey near Ox- 
ford: The Abbeys of Cirencjler, Reading, Thirbourn, Cumber- 
mere \ New Abbey without-/ Vine he/l er 5 and of Merivalin JVar- 
wickjhire : The Monaftery of St. John at Colchejlcr 3 of Sr. 
Andrew at Northampton 3 and of Plimpton in Divonjhire ■, the 
Houfe of St. John ofjenfalem, near Smithfield 3 the College of 
St. Mary in the Town of Warwick, and the Hofpitals of Kepar, 
and St. Crcfs , near Winchejler, all founded. The Priory of St. 
James in Briftol 3 the Caftles ot Briftol, Cardiff's, Malm -sbury, 
Skirbourn , IVindfor^ and Baynard in London . The Devifes in 


Emperor of Rome, and being after thrown- down by an Earth- 
quake, upon its Ruins, Sebert builtand dedicated it to St. Peter, \ Wilts 3 the ftately Church at Salisbury : And the Stone-bridge3 

■o® /f/v.Yir n* 72/>rru a nrl Rlr/lifftrA In F.ffpv ( fhp firfl-in fw/r// tnA\ knilf- . 

about 610, to build St. 


as Lucius had. 

Ethelbert alfo affifted Sebert, 

Pauls Cathedral, formerly the Temple of Diana . 

The laft 400 Years of the Saxon Monarchy, they built Ca- 
thedrals, Churches, Chapels, ksc. to the Danes , from 679, to 
1001, where nothing was to be feen but Murders, Conflagra- 
tions, Plundering, fcrV. fo that in the Year 1017, when King 
Edmund was murdered by Edrick, and Canutus had made him- 
felf the firft Da niff) King of England, all the venerable Build- 
ings raifed by the Saxons (St. Pauls only excepted) were in 
frightful Ruins. 

By the Danijh Conqueft, Pofterity was deprived, not only 
of the Saxon Arcbitefiure , but of the Geometrical Rules, by 
which their Buildings were defigned, &c. we mud fuppofe that 
many ingenious Archite&s in thofe Times,* who had compofed 
Rules, which, with them, were buried in Ruins 3 and notwith- 
ftanding that all Buildings after ereCted might have a Similitude 
to the Saxon ; yet 'tis doubted, if any of them came up to that 
Beauty of Order . 

The principal Buildings that have been ereCled in this 
Kingdom from 1017, to King James I. when [Inigo Jones 
lived, who firft introduced the Grecian Architecture in Eng- 
land, are the following, viz. ‘ ^ 

The -Discontinued 26 Years, Canutus built AJhdon in 
Effex, St. Bennet in Norfolk, and a ftately Church and Mona- 
ftery at St. Edmundsbury ; but Hardicrtute , the third and laft 
King, burnt the City of Worcefer . 

King Edward, the Confejfor, 1043 to 1066. He re- 
built St. Peter, and a Convent adjoining, which Sebert had 
ereCled, and new-built St. Margaret's, Wef minfter, where it 
now is : It formerly joined the South Cloifter of the old Ab- 
bey, part of which is novy {landing. It is reafonable to believe 


at Bow, and Stratford in Effex (the firft in England) built 3 the 
Abbey of Kcnjham, and Caftle of Nor ham on the Banks of 
Tweed, begun. 


Stephbn, 1135, to 1154, the Abbeys Cogjhall in EJfex, 
Furncy s in Lancajhire, Harquilers and Fever ft am in Kent ; of 
Stratford Langtborn near London 3 Boxley in Kent 3 Non-Eaton 
■in IVartvickJhire ,• Fit ley, Rieval, Newborough', Beeland, and 
Kirkftead in Yorkjhire, and many others, founded ; more Ab- 
beys (Baker fays) were ereCled in this Reign, than in a 100 
Years before. * * 

At Heigham in Kent, a Houfe for Black Nuns , and at Carew, 
a Houfe for IVJoite, founded 3 St. Katherine's Hofpital by the 
Tower , new built. * 

Henry IL 1154, to 1189, the Abbeys of Bordeflsy and 
Wigmore 3 Priories of Dover , Stoncy, Bafinwork , the Church 
of Briftol (that Henry VIII. ereCled into a Cathedral) the Caflle 
of Rudlan , and the Stone- Bridge at London, founded. The 
Monaftery of St. Aiguftine in Brijhsl, of Gorendon, of Leicefer 
(called St. Mary de P rati x) of Eaton, and Glouceftcr, the Caftle 
of Ongarln Efjix , built : 1 1 8 r, the Temple Church in London 
finifhed j 11^3 Lambeth- Palace begun. 

Rich ard I. 1189, to 1199,’ t ) ie Tower-Wall new built, 
and the Ditch made round it 3 a Monaftery at Wef -Durham in 
Norfolk founded 3 another begun at Wolverhampton in Stafford - 
Jhire, and the Collegiate Church at Lambeth finifhed. 

John, 1199, to 1216, the Abbeys of B ow ley in the new 
Foreft Hampjhire, Black Monks in Winchefer, Monaftery of 
Farringdon, and Hales- Owen in Shropjhire, founded. Godfale 
and Wroxel re-edified 3 the Chapel at Knaraborough enlaiged, 
and the Stone- Bridge at London finifhed. * 

Henry III, 1216, to 1272, many Abbeys, ar.d St. Peter's 
College in Cambridge , finiihed. 1220, this King began the new 

Work 



Work of our Lady’s Chapel at Wejlmtnjler , where the Chapel 
of Henry VII. now ftands, and laid the fuff Stone. 124.5, ^ ie 
caufed the Walls and Steeple of old St. Peters, bviilt by Edward 
the ConfefTor, to be taken down ; and enlarging the Church; 
caufed it to be new built with greater Magnificence ; which 
to effe<ft, was the Work of the next 50 Years j at which .Time 
its Weft-end came no further, than the firft Columns Weft 
from the Choir ; all the Fart from thence, together with the 
two old Towers, built fince, at the Expence of the Abbots. 

In 1222, the Tower, and Spire of St. fW'shad been burnt, 
which in 1087 were re-built ; the Stone Tower was 260 Feet 
from the Ground to the Top of the Battlements, the Spire, 
above the Battlements, 260 Feet, making r 520 Feet Altitude, 
exclufive of the Ball and Crofs, near 20 Feet more. — A match- 
Jefs Stru&ure — greatly exceeding all Buildings fince raifed in 
this Kingdom. The Savoy wasalfo built about 1245. <■% J- 

1260, the curious inlaid Floor or Pavement yet remainingof 
yafper , Porphyry , Lydian , Touchjlone , Alabajler and Serpentine- 
Stones , was made before the high Altar-in IVeflminJler Abbey, 
at the Expence of Richard de Ware , an Abbot of Wejlminjler. 

Edward I. 1272, to 1307, Vale Royal Abbey in Chejhire 
of the Cifleaux Order , and Merton College jn Oxford, founded. 
Baliol College, Ox ford built, St. Peter Weflminjler near finifhed. 

Edward II. 1307, to 1327, Oriel College , St. Mary -hall 
in Oxford , and a Church of Fryers, in his Manour of Langley , 
founded. 

In this Reign, Abbot Nicholas Litlington built the Hall, 
Jerufalem Chamber , the South and Weft Side of the great 
Cloiller, to Weflminjler Abbey ; the Granory r and adjoining 
Tower, now the Dormitory for the Kings Scholars. 

Edward III. 1327, to 1377, Eaft-Minfter (an Abbey of 
the Cijleaux Order) near the Tower of London ; King's , Tri- 
nity, and Pembroke -halls in Cambridge ; Queens, Exeter , and 
Canterbury Colleges, and Hart-Hall, in Oxford ; Cobham Col- 
lege in Kent , Charter-houfe founded. The Chapel of St. Ste- 
phen (now the Houfe of Commons) and St. Michael 9 s Church, 
near Crooked-Lane, built ; the Chapel at Windfor augmented, 
and the Caftle re-edified. 

Richard II. 1377, to 1399, Trinity-hall in Cambridge ; 
the Gate-houfe to Ely-ftreet in Holhourn, new built ; IVeJl- 
minjler-hall, with its ftately Porch, rebuilt in 1397. 

Henry IV, 1399, to 1413, the Colleges at Battlefield in . 
Shropjhire, Pomfielt ; and a new College in Winchefler, founded. 
Guild-hall began in 141 1 ; Rochefier Stone- bridge, and Nezv- 
gate built, the laft by R. JVhittington Lord Mayor of London. 

Henry V. 1413, to 1422, Bernards, and AIL Souls Colleges 
in Oxford , founded. 

Henry VI. 1422, to 1460, the College Royal, and Queens 
at Cambridge , Eaton 9 s by Windfor, and Mary Magdalene 9 s in 
Oxford, founded ; the Divinity School in Oxford , Tatjhall 
College in Lincolnjhire, and Leaden-hall built. 

Edward IV. 1460, to 1483, laid the Foundation of the 
new Chapel at Windfor, London- Wall rebuilt from Cripplegate 
to Bijhopjgate ; Bijhopfgate rebuilt. 

Henry VII. 1485, to 1508, Johnlfiipi aid to be the Aroin- 
ted, an Abbot of Wejlminjler, in 1500, built that Houfe in 
which the Dean of Wejlminjler lives, and fet up the Statues of 
all the Kings and Queens that had been Benefactors to that 
Church. The Chapel of our Lady , built at Wejlminjler by 
H. IIL was taken down in 1502, and a new one of much 
greater Dimenfions begun in its Place with Stone, faid to be 
brought from Huddleji one Quarry in Torkjhire. 

This Building, commonly called Henry VII th’s Chapel, U 
of a quite different Mode, or Order of Archite&urc, from that 
of the Abbey, built by Henry III. the Difference much greater, 
than is between any two of the Grecian Orders . 

It is to be wifhed that the Architect of this Chapel had com- 
municated the Rules by which it was ere&ed and adorned, 
( Printing being then 30 Years in England , was the firft per- 
formed in an old Chapel of Sti Ann in the Ambry) by John IJlip 


aforefaid, who I believe was the Architect, which Leland calls 
the Miracle of the World.* ' 

St. Johns at Cambridge ; Corpus Chrifli , Brazen-nofe Colleges 
at Oxford ; and St. Paul's School founded. 

Henry VIII. 1508,10 1547 , Chrifi Church College, Oxford, 
founded ; Hampton- Court, JVhitehall (then York Place) the Old 
Gate near the Tilt-yard, and Coventry Crofs, in 1542, built. 

Edward VI. 1547, to 1 553, Somerfet- houfe built by the 
Earl of Hertford in 1549. 

Mary, 1553,10 1558, St; John s College in QxfordhuWt. 
Q. Elizabeth, 1558,' to 1603, Sidney and Emanuel Col- 
leges hi Cambridge founded ; and the public Library at Oxford, 
built and furniihed. 

James I. 1603, to 1625, Wicks's- Hall by Smithfield, and 
the Banquetting-houfe Tit Whitehall bu\\t~+-the laft by Inigo Jones. 

The Modes in whichall thefe Buildings were erected (the 
Banquctting- Houfe excepted) were taken from Fragments, 
found among the Saxon Ruins, they may therefore be called 
Saxon Buildings ; but why Gothic, I cannot account for. 

The Saxon Modes, under the Gothic Appellation, may be bet- 
ter underftood, than was I to call them Saxon. 

* These Modes of Building are condemned by many, on a 
Suppofition that their principal Parts have been put together; 
without Rules or Proportion ; to prove the contrary, I have, in 
the Plates A and B as a Specimen, of the Beautiful Rules of the 
Ancients, illuftrated the Geometrical Plans and Elevations of thre 
Bafes and Capitals , to the two Varieties of Columns, now 
{landing in Wejlminjler Abbey, viz. - 

First, thofe in the Choir Part, built by Henry III. 
and from the Choir to the' two Towers on the Weft-End , 
built afterward, by the Abbots -of IVeflminJler, wherein every 
impartial Judge may fee, that their Members, as to Heights 
and Proje&ures, are determined and deferibed with thefe beau- 
tiful Proportions, and Geometrical Rules, that are not excelled 
(if equalled) in any Parts of the Grecian or Roman Orders. 
Nor is that Delicacy and Deception, that is to be feen in them, 
of the fame Diameters. For, tho* thefe Columns in the Weft- 
part of the Abbey appear to be much fender er, weaker, and of 
lefs. Diameter, .than the Corinthian Columns, in the Portico of 
St. PauPs Cathedral (that are 4 Feet in Diameter) yet they are 
actually full ^Inches more in their Diameters *,and confequently 
they are more, than half as ftrong again. Becaufe 16, the Square 
of the Diameterof one of St, Paul's Columns, is lefs than two 
Thirds of 26, eight-twelve the Square of the Diameter of one 
of thefe Columns, A Deception , not to be parallel 9 d, in all the 
Columns , yet ere bled, by Greeks and Romans. 

It is from fuch Researches that I have extra£led the Rules, 
and Proportions of thefe Defigns ; and, being in general made 
plain to Infpedion, by Scales of equal Parts to each, needs no 
Other Explication. 

PL ATE I.to XVI. 5 Columns, with 11 Entablatures. 
XVII. to XXVIII. 12 Frontifpieces for Doors, with their 
Members, geometrically deferibed at large. 

XXIX. Arcades for Piazzas, with the Geometrical Con- 
ftru&ion of their Curves. 

XXX. A Colonade. XXXI. An Umbrella. • 

XXXII. A Portico, Entrance of a Banquetting Room, 
XXXIII. Six circular Windows, or Lights, over Doors. • 
XXXIV,' Six fquare Windows, for* Attic Stories.” - • 
XXXV. to XL. 6 . Windows, for State-Rooms, Pavillions,&V. 
XLI. toXLVIII. Eight Chimney Pieces. 

XLIX. to LXII. 14 Umbrellas, Temples, and Pavillions. 

It may be objeded, that the Expence of Buildings of this 
Kind, will be greater, than in the Grecian Mode ; and efpeci- 
cially by ignorant "Workmen, I will undertake to ered all 
Sorts of Buildings in the Saxon Mode, if free from Enrichments, 
.for the fame Expence, *as a plain Building of the fame Magni- 
tude in the Grecian Mode -, and if enriched, for lefs than Or- 
naments ufed in any of the Grecian Orders. — And fuch Noble- 
men may find*their own Materials, which will greatly abate 
the Expencci Jan, 31, 1747. Batty Langley, 


NB , 7fe jha/l f?vt eoctuCa live new Orders af C ol umn $, iP/ai/i 4' ti?z? '/Cut, a?ut t/ie?L j/ie?v t/iein Uje i?i t/ie Cert+mina cj 
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